Unlike many orthopedic texts, this is not however a surgical cook-book of cerebral palsy care. It forces the reader to carefully and systematically consider the multiple levels of pathology contributing to the overall gait pattern. It allows the in-depth background to problem solve the pathology. It delves into pharmaceutic, neurosurgical, and therapeutic interventions as well as orthopedic solutions. Understanding the dynamic problems is critical to being able to solve them. This discusses in detail the fourth dimension, motion, that most orthopedic training neglects. The way this book is divided allows the reader to read about a particular subject and get an in-depth grasp of the concepts. Each chapter starts off with the key points to be covered in the chapter and why they are clinically relevant. The problems of management are highlighted allowing thoughtful problem solving just like real life management of the patients we all take care of. The chapter on dynamic electromyography, for instance, defines and then builds on muscle motor-unit structure, function and then common EMG patterns seen in problems like a stiff knee gait, knee recurvatum and the varus foot. Although the clinical pattern can be similar, electromyographic differences help differentiate the causes of the problem and therefore provide guidance toward informed management decisions. For members of the American Academy for Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine and anyone who cares for children or adults with cerebral palsy, this is a must have book to master the most important concepts of management. It contains an accumulation of scientific strides over the past 40 years in this field. Full grasp of all the material in this book would jump start any young professional's knowledge base and enhance that of the seasoned clinician. It is a necessary classic treatise.
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